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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a method for 
inexpensively and readily separating and removing acetic 
acid from crude acrylic acid solution in a high level. 
SOLUTION: A bottom liquid from a first distillation tower 
1 supplied to a second distillation tower 2 is cooled to a 
temperature between the temperature of the feeding 
portion of the second distillation tower and 5° C below 
the temperature of the feeding portion and fed to the 
feeding portion of the second distillation tower 2 to - — 
separate acetic acid from acrylic acid, in the method for * 
separating and removing the ascetic acid comprising (1) 
a step for feeding a crude acrylic acid aqueous solution 
obtained by cooling or absorbing a gas formed by 
catalytically oxidizing propylene and/or acrolein with 
molecular oxygen, or an aqueous solution obtained by 
previously removing aldehydes from the crude acrylic 
acid aqueous solution by a stripping, and a solvent 
capable of forming an azeotrope with both acetic acid 
and water (an azeotropic agent), to the first distillation 

tower 1, (2) a step for distilling off the substantially al water included in the feeding liquid with 
the a part or a major part of the acetic acid accompanied with the water from the top of the 
first distilling tower and discharging the acetic acid, the acrylic acid and the azeotropic agent as 
a bottom liquid 6 and supplying the discharged bottom liquid 6 to the second distillation tower 2, 
(3) a step for distilling off the all azeotropic agent from the top of the second distillation tower 2 
and recovering the purified acrylic acid from the bottom. 
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